MSF for the health careofpeopleinremoteareas
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PeterPaul De Groote has ded-
icated his lifeto serve the peo-
ple, who are ravaged by armed
conflict, epidemics, health-
care exclusion and natural or
man-made disasters.
Grooteis General Director
of MSF India, which is largely
known as Doctors Without
Borders/ Médecins Sans Fron-
tieres, an international human-
itariannon-govemmentalorga-
nization (NGO).
ADutchnational, Grootehas
beenworking with the organ-
isationforthe past25years,and
hastravelled tofar-flungplaces
worldwide to treat people,

The

where a hospital siill seems a
distant dream.

Sharing his experience of
working in India, Groote
explained about the problems
that people have been facing
inthecountry's remote areas.
"InIndia, one of themajor prob-
lemsisthelack ofhospital s and
non-availability of drugs,” he
said.

"We think people, who are
indifficult situation, should have
the righttoaccesshealthcare.
S0, as an organisation, we
ensure thateveryone, regard-
less of cast, creed, geography,
race,classor colour, has access
tohealthcare,” added Groote.

Healso said that more than
80 per cent of the medicines,
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the MSFuseto treatpeople, are
affordable generic medicines
from India, which is often
calledasthe'pharmacyofthe
developing world'.

"lfwe provide me dicines that
are ten times more expensive
than theyare now, thenwe can
treat less people,” he said,
addingthatthe original drugs
isquite expensive, soforusit's
important to provide generic
drugs, which is affordable. The
MS5Ftreats peoplefree of cost,
and are currenily working in
Manipur, Jammu and Kashmir,
Tharkhand, West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Telangana,
and Mumbai. In these areas,
the NGO, diagnoses people
who are suffering from

HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, men-
tal health, malnutrition, res-
piratory tract infection, hepati-
tisC, kala-azaar amongothers.
MS5Fhas treated 9,174 people
suffering from malaria in
Andhra Pradesh, Chattisgarh
and Telangana; 13,114 patients
of kala-azaar in Bihar, 11,374
cases of acute fever in'West Ben-
gal.

The organisation alsocoun-
selled 3,278 people on mental
health in Kashmir and 8,498
people in Manipur. "In 2016,
itprovided 5,490vaccinations
against TB, hepatitis B, DTF,
polio, measles and tetanus in
linewith the Ministry of Health's
immunisation programme,” the

data added.



